March 2, 2004

EXTENSION OF ASSAULT
WEAPONS BAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. McCAR-
THY) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr.
Speaker, today over in the Senate, our
colleagues are having a debate on basi-
cally assault weapons to certainly
make sure that we renew that by Sep-
tember 13 and also making sure that
we close the loopholes in the gun
shows.

Mr. Speaker, the NRA today, once
again, reached into their bag of tricks
to Kkill a bill it actually supported. Ear-
lier the Senate had voted to add two
commonsense gun safety measures to
the gun industry liability bill. One
would extend the ban on assault weap-
ons. The other would close the gun
show loophole bill. Because of this, the
NRA said, Jump, and its supporters in
the Senate said, How high?

It marked a triumph of special inter-
ests in this country. Our Nation’s po-
lice officers have worked hard to keep
assault weapons off our streets. That is
why Congress must revisit the assault
weapons ban without attaching special
interest handouts. Otherwise, assault
weapons will go back onto America’s
streets in 195 days. That is the good
news for terrorists and cop-killing
criminals. That is the good news for
drug dealers. That is the good news for
the gangs that are across our country.
Unfortunately, it is bad news for Amer-
ica’s families and communities and po-
lice officers.

Since | took the floor in the House 1
week ago, 400 more Americans have
died from gun violence; but instead of a
sense of urgency, the House has stood
idly by. Some seem content to let the
assault weapons ban expire on Sep-
tember 13, the ban that has kept us
safer for the last 10 years.

It has also respected the rights of
gun owners, protecting the hunting ri-
fles, shotguns, and pistols favored by
law-abiding citizens. We do not have
problems with people owning guns, but
gun owners need to take responsibility
on making sure certain guns do not get
onto the street.

Only criminals have been kept from
their gun of choice. This explains why
66 percent of gun owners support re-
newing the ban. The American people
support it by even more overwhelming
margins. Once again, our Nation’s law
enforcement officers are leading the
fight to keep assault weapons, making
sure that they are not back on our
streets.

But today, | want to highlight one
notable flaw in the assault weapons
ban. A loophole in the law has allowed
gun makers to create hundreds of copy-
cat weapons. The MAC-10, this gun
right here, has become the MPA-10.
The AK-47 has clones, so many of
them, they are too numerous to count.
Cosmetically altering the TEC-9, for
example, has resulted in the fully legal
AB-10. Cosmetically. This is what the
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gun manufacturers are allowed to do.
The A-B, by the way, stands for ‘“‘after
ban,”” but one can see they almost look
identical.

Another weapon advertised for its
ability to circumvent the law is the
Bushmaster XM-15. People might re-
member this gun. This was the gun
used by the D.C. snipers. Residents of
D.C. and across this country know
what that weapon was able to do. Dur-
ing October 2002, the snipers used the
gun to Kill 10 people and wound three
others. Bushmaster’s slogan for the
gun, “The Best—by a long shot,” pro-
vided deadly accuracy for those in its
cross-hairs.

I came to Congress to fight for gun
safety. | have fought for commonsense,
effective measures, which is why | have
introduced H.R. 2038, which would
renew the ban, while closing these par-
ticular gaping holes.

Let us face it, you cannot tell me
that the American people want to see
these particular guns back on the
streets. You cannot tell me that you
want to have our police officers coming
across the drug dealer, the terrorists
that possibly might be in this country,
to come across these.

Another fact, by the way: our police
officers have to wear special armor.
These guns can go through that armor.

I came here 10 years ago when | was
not in Congress to make sure that this
bill went through, and now it is time
for the American people to realize the
power that they have. People always
say they have no voice in government.
Well, you can have a voice; but you
have to call your representative here in
Congress. You have to start calling the
Senate again. You have to call the
Speaker of the House and allow the bill
to come up for a vote. We are told that
it is not going to be able to come up for
a vote. That is wrong, when the Amer-
ican people want to make sure this
does not happen again.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
KLINE). Members are reminded not to
refer to actions in the other body.

——————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 1561, UNITED STATES PAT-
ENT AND TRADEMARK FEE MOD-
ERNIZATION ACT OF 2003

Mr. LINDER, from the Committee on
Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 108-431) on the resolution (H.
Res. 547) providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 1561) to amend title 35,
United States Code, with respect to
patent fees, and for other purposes,
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed.

———
HEROIN GROWTH IN AFGHANISTAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
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tleman from Indiana (Mr. SOUDER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SOUDER. Mr. Speaker, 1 rise
today to address one of our Nation’s
most difficult narcotics problems: Af-
ghanistan.

Afghanistan has historically pro-
duced significant quantities of opium
which is refined into heroin. Afghani-
stan’s opium crops accounted for over
70 percent of the world’s supply in the
year 2000. According to the DEA, about
50 percent of the heroin in the Amer-
ican market originated in the Afghani-
stan-Pakistani border area in 1984.

We must learn from history and dili-
gently work to prevent any Afghan
heroin from entering the American
market. While Europe is the primary
destination for Afghan heroin today,
we suspect that 7 to 10 percent of the
illegal crop ultimately reaches the
streets of our congressional districts.

Opium production in Afghanistan has
resumed over the past 2 years. With the
fall of the Taliban, Afghan growers re-
sumed cultivation despite the renewal
of the ban on poppy growth by the
Karzai government. This problem could
grow far worse. Only 8 percent of Af-
ghanistan’s cultivated land is presently
used to grow opium poppies. If we do
not prevail over this problem, the re-
maining cultivated land could easily
accommodate more of this illegal crop.

These drugs are of great concern to
all of us because they increase the
worldwide supply and have the poten-
tial to fund terrorists and other desta-
bilizing groups, and they subvert all of
our efforts to assist Afghanistan. The
new Afghanistan cannot survive on an
illegal economy.

Drug proceeds are the source of a
growing reservoir of illegal money that
funds international crime across the
region; that sustains the destabilizing
activities of warlords; and that fosters
local coercion and terrorism. Just like
the challenges faced south of our own
borders for decades, | am convinced
that drug money and terrorist organi-
zations in Afghanistan and throughout
that region are locked together like a
daisy chain. Our resolve to restore Af-
ghanistan must include a broad, com-
prehensive plan to eradicate poppy pro-
duction, not only to help the people of
Afghanistan, but to cut off the funding
of the terror organizations that threat-
en our own security.

I recently returned from a trip to
Libya, Iraq, Pakistan and Afghanistan.
We met with President Karzai and he
reaffirmed my conviction that he
means business. He is serious about
tackling the heroin threat to his coun-
try. Together, we must prevent the in-
stitutionalization of the heroin cartels.
We must support democracy’s early
days in post-Taliban Afghanistan. We
must help them confront those that
still threaten to destabilize their soci-
ety through both the narcotics trade
and terrorism. If we are to win the war
in Afghanistan, we must recognize that
narcotics play a large part in funding
the radical anti-democratic elements.
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